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From the desk of Mrs. Mikolic
Well it looks like that Canadian winter has found us!

UPCOMING DATES

Black History month

February,
2022

Groundhog Day

Feb. 2, 2022

Primary Recognition
Assembly

Feb. 7, 2022

100th Day of School

Feb. 11,
2022

Valentine’s Day

Feb. 14,
2022

Junior Recognition
Assembly

Feb. 14,
2022

Reports go home

Feb. 17,
2022

Professional Activity
Day

Feb. 18,
2022

Family Day Holiday

Feb. 21,
2022

Pink Shirt Day

Feb. 23,
2022

Intermediate
Recognition Assembly

Feb. 28,
2022

It is hard to believe that we are approaching the half-way point of the school year!
First term report cards will be coming home February 17, providing students and
parents with valuable feedback. Communication between teacher and parent/
guardian, and parent/guardian and child, is an important part of student success.
Parents/Guardians are invited to contact their child’s teacher if they would like to
schedule an opportunity to discuss their child’s achievement and next steps for
learning. In turn, teachers may contact parents/guardians should they feel it important to meet to discuss how they may work with you to ensure your child’s success.
Please take the time to sit with your child and review the report card. This is a
great time of year to revisit and perhaps revise some of our goals as we enter the
second term. When setting goals with your child, we encourage you to discuss an
action plan for reaching those goals. A good action plan will identify specific actions that the student will take. These actions should be easy to monitor. Avoid
action plans that involve the words “trying harder”, as this is an action that is difficult to see, measure and monitor. It is better to ask what does “trying harder”
look like? The answer to this question will help provide the basis for an effective
plan. Referring to the Learning Skills section of the Report Card is also a good
place to start when setting goals.
As well, in order for us to communicate effectively with you, please ensure we have
up to date emails and phone numbers in our school system. Contact the office to
make any changes through jac@dsbn.org or (905) 563– 8209.
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Niagara Region Public Health

School Health Newsletter
COVID-19 Update

Niagara Region Public Health is reviewing updated measures and guidelines from the Ontario government. Some of
the information on the Schools & Child Care During COVID-19 webpage may change due to these updates. If you
or your child are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 or have tested positive on a PCR or rapid antigen test, review guidance on self-isolation.
The COVID-19 vaccine remains the single best protection against COVID-19 and variants. Children five to 11 years
of age and individuals 12 years of age and older can get vaccinated at Public Health clinics. To schedule your visit to a
Niagara Region Public Health COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic, book an appointment online through the provincial portal at Ontario.ca/bookvaccine or call the booking system at 1-833-943-3900. Additional information is available
through COVID-19 Vaccination in Children and Youth webpage and fact sheets in multiple languages.
Up-to-date information on COVID-19 and vaccine eligibility is available on Niagara Region Public Health’s website, Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram.
Public health professionals are available to answer any questions through the COVID-19 Info-line Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to
4:15 p.m.
905-688-8248 or 1-888-505-6074, press 7

Winter Walk Day
Get ready to celebrate on Wednesday, February 2 when hundreds
of schools across Ontario will #JourneyOutside to mark Winter Walk Day, a reminder that
active school travel can be an all-season option.
Schools or groups can register for an event or just check out the resources and ideas. Visit
Niagara Student Transportation Services for active school travel tips or contact
HealthySchools@niagararegion.ca for more details.

Niagara Parents
Niagara Parents provides a variety of services to help you raise a happy and healthy
family

Niagara Parents

Connect with a Public Health Nurse Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.
through phone, live chat, video call, or email.
Live chat is available in 90 different languages
The Niagara Parents social media pages offer relevant resources and virtual events for
parents.
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Pink Shirt Day
Wednesday February 23
Bullying can come in many forms (such as physical, verbal and cyber) and sometimes be hard to see.
Signs that a student might be a target of bullying can include:

•

Low attendance at school or at other activities

•

Feelings of anxiousness, fearfulness, irritability or unhappiness

•

Low interest in activities and poor performance at school
Loses things, needs money or reports being hungry

On February 23, join others worldwide in raising awareness of bullying by wearing a pink shirt to school. See https://
www.pinkshirtday.ca/

Our next meeting is Tuesday April 26th at 6:30p.m.
On MS Teams (virtual meeting)
Parents are always welcome to join our meetings! Please contact
the office to be added to our invite list.

Winter Reminders
Winter is exciting for kids. It brings some great outdoor activities, and here are some winter safety

tips:
* Never allow kids to play outside alone. Establish a buddy system.
* Have younger children take frequent breaks to come inside for a warm drink.
* Tell children not to put their tongues on cold metal. It may sound silly, but some still do it.
* Advise children to stay away from snow blowers and snowplows.
* Never play in an area by roads, fences or water.
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Kindergarten Registration
Our Kindergarten registration is officially open! And we’re hoping you can help us share the news by telling
your friends and family that they can now register their child for Kindergarten, for a September 2022 start.
Online registration is at www.dsbn.org/Kindergarten!

Live
Free Dental Program –Kindergarten
Healthy Smiles Ontario
Join Us for Kindergarten LIVE – February 3rd at 6:00 pm

As much as we want families to visit us, we’re still not able to have families inside our schools this year for
in-person open houses, unfortunately. Instead, we are hosting a virtual, LIVE Q&A – Kindergarten LIVE!
New parents have lots of questions about Kindergarten in general, and we’re going to have experienced
Kindergarten staff answer questions live on Thursday, February 3rd at 6PM. This is available to any parent
or guardian with a Kindergarten-aged child.
Wait, there’s more! Families who register for Kindergarten LIVE before January 31 st will receive a gift from
Barkley, our Kindergarten mascot. Go to www.dsbn.org to sign-up!

4300 William Street, P.O. Box 390, Beamsville, ON, L0R 1B0 Phone 905-563-8209 Website: jacobbeam@dsbn.org

Learning in January

Setting academic and social goals in Mrs. Peters’
and Miss. Pearce's kindergarten class for 2022!

Making the staircase for number bonds to
10 in 1/2P

1/2P’s class Dreambox and Spark winner
for most lessons completed and most
books read.

Winter Carnival in 4/5P—Tuesday: Snow Sculptures, Wednesday:
Sugar Shack, Thursday: Canoe Races
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French Immersion Registration
The French Immersion program (offered at French Immersion sites) is open to
all Year 2 Kindergarten students. If you want your child to develop a high proficiency and fluency in Canada’s two official languages, French Immersion has a
great deal to offer.
The French Immersion on-line registration will be open from Monday January
10th, 2022 to Tuesday February 22nd, 2022
For more information about French Immersion in the District School Board of
Niagara visit www.dsbn.org/fi.

DSBN Academy Virtual Open House
Learn about the DSBN Academy at the Virtual Open House on Tuesday, February 15, 2022
at 6:00 PM! Join us to find out:
•

How this unique program prepares students to attend, and succeed at, college and university

•

What extra opportunities are offered and how your child can benefit

•

If the DSBN Academy is a good fit for your child

The DSBN Academy is a Grade 6-12 public school designed to support and empower students to be the first in their family to graduate from college or university. Staff and students are committed to the belief that, with hard work, all students can achieve their dreams.
Students in Grade 5, 6, and 7 will participate in a Virtual Roadshow during class time and learn more about the DSBN
Academy and everything it has to offer. Online registration is open at ACADEMY.DSBN.ORG/APPLY. Registration will
close on FEBRUARY 25, 2022. Limited spots available.
WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS TO APPLY TO DSBN ACADEMY?
•

Student must live within the Niagara Region

•

Student is entering Grade 6, 7 or 8 in September 2022

•

Student would be the first in their family to graduate from a college or university program

•

If a sibling has attended post-secondary but the parent(s)/guardian(s) have not, the student is still considered a First
Generation Student

•

Student is achieving current grade level expectations or just below

•

Student has demonstrated the potential for achieving “good” or “excellent” learning skills

•

Student is willing to attend a school that may be out of their community with free transportation provided

•

Student understands there are mandatory after-school academic supports and ENCORE programs

•

After-school ENCORE options include: Mixed sports, Board games, Photography, Yoga, Makerspace, Choir, Reading,
and many more!

•

Families understand that the DSBN Academy is a single-track pathway beginning in Grade 9 (academic level only).

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT: Derek.Harley@dsbn.org - Elementary Principal
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Inclement Weather Procedures
Transportation and School Closures :
There are times in Niagara when weather conditions are so poor that we must cancel student transportation, and/or close schools to preserve the safety of students and staff. The decision to cancel transportation
and/or close schools is not taken lightly; a variety of factors are considered when making this choice. To
learn more about how these decisions are made, please go to https://www.dsbn.org/inclementweather.
Transportation Cancellations:
Information about transportation delays and cancellations are posted to https://portal.nsts.ca/
Cancellations.aspx. When transportation is cancelled, every effort is made to communicate the decision by
6:00 am on the day of the cancellation. There are times when transportation is cancelled, but schools remain open. If, on those days you feel it is best for your child to stay home, please report your child’s absence https://dsbn.org/safearrival/ so we can make sure they are safe at home.
School Closures:
When the decision to close schools is made, it refers to all schools: both in-person and remote learners.
Every effort will be made to share school closure information before 6:00 am on the day of the school closure. You will find it on dsbn.org, all school websites, DSBN social media, and local media share the news
widely, as well.

NSTS notice (from Jan. 17, 2022)
NSTS wants to make you aware that we have a school bus driver for every route, but not enough extra drivers
to cover absences. NSTS and bus companies are making every effort to provide service daily to all eligible students; however, there may be service disruptions resulting in delays and individual route cancellations. Every
effort will be made to post individual route cancellations by 6:00 a.m.
View Guidance to Families for Potential for Individual Route Cancellations
View Route Delays and Cancellations
Students are required to follow their school board procedure for self-assessment prior to arriving at the bus
stop. Students (including Kindergarten students) are required to wear a face covering on the bus and sit in their
assigned seat. Select windows will be open and all bus rules and COVID-19 protocols remain in effect.
View all 2021-22 Transportation Protocols
Further information and guidance can be found through the NSTS website www.nsts.ca . Transportation cancellations will be identified by route on the NSTS site.
***So far, we have not been impacted by bus driver shortages at Jacob Beam. However, we wanted to make our
families aware.
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DSBN School Culture Survey
We’re working towards building an equitable
and inclusive school culture across the
DSBN, and hearing from you and your child
is an important part of this work.
We are proud to be offering the DSBN
School Culture Survey to students, families
and staff. You and your child will have the
opportunity to share how you experience
your school to help us better understand how
we can build and maintain a positive culture
for all.

What is the School Culture Survey? The School Culture Survey is a valuable oppor-

tunity for students in Grades 4-12, their families and DSBN school staff to help us learn more
about your experiences at school. The questions will be organized into five main factors that
help create your school culture: Well-Being; Caring and Safe Schools; Sense of Belonging; Equity and Inclusion; Teaching and Learning.

When can Students Grades 4-8 and their Families do the Survey? Students in
Grades 4-8 will be asked to take the survey during class time between February 7 - 22, 2022.
Families will be sent the survey to take within this time as well. This survey will be entirely
anonymous and confidential. While it is voluntary to take, the more responses we receive,
the more effective the DSBN can be in supporting your family moving forward.

Where Can I Learn More About This? Check out the Equity, Inclusion and AntiRacism Team’s website for more information and Frequently Asked Questions: https://
www.dsbn.org/equity/school-culture-survey.
Please reach out to the school directly for additional questions. We’re here to help!
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Connect with us!
Technology allows us multiple ways to connect with families. The following is a list of ways we use to connect
with families to ensure all families are aware of the many events happening throughout the year.
School Website—jacobbeam.dsbn.org Please take some time to visit the Jacob Beam Public School website. Our website includes staff emails, current newsletters, school calendars, code of conduct, a school year
calendar and bell times.
School Messenger: Using the School Messenger program, all families will receive an email on Friday afternoon with reminders about events for the upcoming week. If you are not receiving these emails, please check
your contact information with the office to ensure we have the most current information. We have received
many positive comments about this method of communication!
Twitter: Check us out on TWITTER @JacobBeamPS
Facebook: Check us out on FACEBOOK @jacobbeamps
Monthly Newsletter: All newsletters will be posted to the school website . Our monthly calendar is also posted on our school web-site.
School Sign: We will continue to post important dates on the school sign on the front of the school. Please
note that due to space limitations we cannot fit all school events on the sign.

Pink Shirt Day
Anti-Bullying Day, also known as Pink Shirt Day, is recognized on the last Wednesday in
February in Canada. On February 23, we encourage all members of the Jacob Beam community to wear something pink to symbolize that we, at Jacob Beam, will not tolerate bullying.
What is bullying?
Bullying is aggressive behaviour that is typically repeated over time. It is meant to cause harm, fear or distress or create a negative environment at school for another person. Bullying occurs in a situation where
there is a real or perceived power imbalance.
Is conflict the same as bullying?
People may sometimes confuse conflict with bullying, but they are different. Conflict occurs between two
or more people who have a disagreement, a difference of opinion or different views. Conflict between students does not always mean it’s bullying. Children learn at a young age to understand that others can have
a different perspective than their own, but developing the ability to gain perspective takes time and the
process continues into early adulthood (Stepping Stones: A Resource on Youth Development, page 26).
(The above information is taken from www.ontario.ca/page/bullying-we-can-all-help-stop-it).

