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be moving, please let our office 

know as soon as possible.  

At the end of June, our long 

awaited bus loop will be con-

structed. This should significantly 

increase safety for our students. 

In addition, expansion of our kin-

dergarten rooms will take place 

over the summer.  Our three kin-

dergarten rooms will become two 

very large rooms. We are still ac-

cepting registrations for our full 

day early learning program (JK/SK 

combined).  

More news: Mrs. Ryan, our won-

derful education assistant, has 

started her maternity leave.  We 

welcome Mrs. MacMillan in as her 

replacement.   

 
Mrs. C. Waler 
 

The school year is flying by! 

It’s time to start planning 

for next year.  We have re-

ceived our staffing numbers 

based on a predicted enrol-

ment of 253 students, sig-

nificantly down from last 

year.  As a result, we have 

been assigned one less 

homeroom from gr. 1 

through 8.  There will be a 

total of 2.0 reduction in 

staffing. The decision as to 

who leaves is based on sen-

iority in the board, not in 

the school.  The staffing 

process is still underway, 

however, and it is pre-

mature to name the teach-

ers at this point.  Hopefully, 

by the end of May, we will 

have a better idea who will 

be leaving.  

We do know, however, that 

we have been assigned 

nine homerooms from gr. 1 

through 8. This is down one 

from our current 10.  This 

may result in many com-

bined classes.  Unfortu-

nately, at this time, we can’t 

say what the structure will 

look like as we have re-

cently had a number of 

families indicate that they 

will be moving.  This signifi-

cantly changes the struc-

ture of classes for next 

year.  In addition, if we have 

a significant number of reg-

istrations in late August, 

the structure could change 

again. Primary classes (1—

3) cannot go over 20 stu-

dents. The structure begins 

there.  If you know you will 

Thank you to our Jacob Beam 
Community! 

 
Thanks to the following people for helping 
with our yard clean up on Saturday, April 
27th.  What a beautiful day for a clean up!    
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SPEC IAL  

PO INTS  OF  

INTEREST :  

• Check out our 

school website   

www.dsbn.edu

.on.ca/schools/

JacobBeam 

• If you have 

any Jacob 

Beam t-shirts 

with numbers 

on the back, 

please send 

them back to 

the school.  

We are miss-

ing a few of 

our school 

uniforms!! 
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Jacob Beam is an inclusive learning community driven by a passion for the success of every stu-

♦ Gina, Jordan, and Josh Allan 
♦ Nicky & Teagan Whitehead 
♦ Marjorie & Emma Low 
♦ Sam, Lily, and Maxine      

Felsbourg 
♦ Mr. Fung 
♦ Liz & Isabelle Martinez 
♦ Josie, Allan, Julie, Valerie 

Melick 
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Co-Operation 

Track & Field 
Extracurricular sports have resumed at Jacob Beam and we are excited 
to gear up for Track & Field season.  All students in grades 3 to 8 will 

be practicing their Track & Field skills in 
their regular Phys. Ed. classes. On Monday, 
May 13th, grade 3 to 8 students will travel 
by bus to the Mohawk Sports Complex, 
1100 Mohawk Road East in Hamilton, to 
participate in our school’s Track & Field 
Day.  There is no cost for the bus (subsidized 
through fundraising) however, donations of 
$2 to offset the cost of bussing are grate-
fully accepted. All participating students 
should come with appropriate clothing for 
changing weather.  They should also have 

sunscreen and a good supply of water.  A concession stand will be 
open but parents are asked to send a healthy lunch with their children.  
All parents and spectators are welcome.  Students will arrive back at 
the school by the end of the regular school day.  If you have any ques-
tions, please ask your child’s teacher.  Thanks to Mr. Robinson, Mr. 
Chuchman, Mr. Millin, and Mr. Sotola for organizing our 
Track & Field event at Mohawk.  
 
Special thanks to Jacob Beam parent, Mr. Carrier for do-
nating sand for our long jump pit.  
 
The regional Track & Field date will be held on Tuesday, May 21st at 
Mohawk as well. 

other. Learning is a social 
process and cooperation is 
the key.  
 
Together, we are stronger 
than we are individually. 
Helping each other succeed 
strengthens everyone. 
Cooperation is the key to 
the synergy associated with 
great accomplishments.  
Nothing meaningful in life 
can be accomplished on 
one’s own. There have al-

Jacob Beam’s character trait 
for May is Cooperation.   
 
Cooperation means working 
together for a common pur-
pose.  At Jacob Beam, we 
continually focus on build-
ing a community of learners.  
Our mission statement 
speaks to the inclusiveness 
that we strive to create and 
sustain in our school. This 
happens when people re-
spect and care for each 

ways been and will always be 
people along the way who will 
help us move forward.  No 
matter what the task, working 
cooperatively toward a com-
mon goal or purpose will    
always produce greater results 
than working alone. 
 
Christine Waler 
Principal 
 
 

Supervision on the 

school yard begins 

each day at 8:35.  

Please do not drop 

off your children be-

fore this time!! 

J A C O B  B E A M  B U L L E T I N  

Jacob Beam 
says Thank 
You! 
 
A BIG thank 
you to Mr. 
Carrier and 
Hamilton 
Building 
Supplies for 
once again 
donating 
sand for our 
Long Jump 
event at 
Track and 
Field. 
. 



Conflicts are inevitable. 
Learning how to resolve 
conflicts in an appropriate 
manner is a lesson we must 
all learn.  Helping children 
develop the skills to 
resolve problems, using 
words, is part of our 
responsibility as a school. 
If you are visiting the 
school and witness an 
unresolved conflict 
between two students that 
may require adult 
intervention, it is very 
important that you report 
the issue to a member of 
our staff rather than 
intervene yourself.  Please 
understand that discipline 
of any kind at the school 
must come from the school 
staff, based on knowing 
the students involved and 
understanding the context.   
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reach it, or get the stool out of the closet to 
reach it yourself. Give them options, and they 
will gradually learn that there are alternatives 
and choices to get out of a tough situation. Be a 
sounding board.  When your child is struggling 
with a decision or action, allow him/her to talk to 
you about the struggle. Employ the previous 
practices. Allow them to fail, struggle and learn. 
You can make suggestions, but do not swoop in 
to fix everything immediately.  Be patient.  Al-
lowing your children to problem solve can be 
frustrating. Sometimes we give in, not because 
we want to fix children's problems necessarily, 
but it's just easier and faster to fix the problem 
ourselves.  While children need the opportunity 
to problem solve at school, staff are always 
watching to see what guidance can be given in 
order to support social success. The “Debug 
Strategies” are one way that we give gradual 
release of responsibility during problem solv-
ing.  
The five De Bug Steps are simple. In no time, 
even Kindergartners can list them.  The stu-
dents are taught that if someone is bugging 
them, they should try the following:   
Step 1.   Ignore.  If that doesn’t work... 
Step 2.   Move away.  If that doesn’t work... 
Step 3.   Talk friendly.  If that doesn’t work... 
Step 4.   Talk firmly.  If that doesn’t work... 

Solving Problems on the Playground 
Free and unstructured playtime offers many  
learning opportunities for children. The lessons  
learned here can often be carried through to 
many other of life’s tricky situations. We are 
grateful for the trust you have placed in Jacob 
Beam staff to care for your child(ren) as they 
learn in this way. So how can we support our 
children to be independent in their problem solv-
ing? Here are a few tips that can help: Allow 
your child to fail.  It hurts to see your child make 
mistakes, however, the most important lessons 
are learned through our mistakes. Unless your 
child is in physical danger, allow him/her to learn 
cause and effect. A skinned knee, although sad, 
is just a skinned knee. Your child will learn that 
the behavior that caused the skinned knee should 
be adjusted for future.  Allow your child to 
struggle.  Children learn through investigation. If 
you are constantly putting their puzzle together, 
they won't learn to do it themselves. They will 
have no reason to learn. Next time your child is 
struggling, allow him/her a few minutes of reason-
able frustration before you give guidance. Make 
suggestions.  Instead of fixing a problem, offer 
alternatives that your child can do to fix the prob-
lem. If they cannot reach a bowl on the counter, 
say you could ask your big brother to help you 

Entering/Exiting through the proper doors 

Thank you to 

Mrs. Petsinis 

and her crew 

who update 

our sign out 

front each 

month. 

Our School Safety Plan requires that all students enter and exit through the 
proper doors. Each division has a designated door (all entry/exit doors are on 
the playground side of the school). We respectfully ask all parents to wait out-
side the designated door to prevent congestion. As you know, it is imperative 
that we know who is in the school at all times and students are regularly re-
minded to only use their designated door. Please help us by waiting outside for 
your children. At no time may any student exit through the doors that face the 
side parking lot as cars are continually driving through the area. 

Parents - Do you know what your kids may be doing? 
 

One out of five youth have reported misusing prescription drugs in the past year! 
A lot of them say they are getting them straight from their home medicine cabinet. We can protect our 
kids: 
Lock up all prescription medications 
Talk to your children  about the dangers of misusing prescription drugs 
Take back all old or unused prescription medications to your local pharmacy or  
 
Check www.niagararegion.ca/health for more information on Niagara’s Prescription 
Drug Drop-off Day and a list of locations near you. 
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Please do not 

park in the 

back staff 

parking lot.  It 

is too 

dangerous for 

children to 

cross without 

an adult! 

 

Feedback 

Thank you to all those who at-

tended the Club 54 fundraiser 

last month. Special thanks to 

Cassie McNiven for organizing 

the event. We raised $610.00 

Thanks to Lori Arsenault for or-

ganizing the electronic waste 

pick up.  We raised $420.00. We 

will certainly do it again next 

year.  Remember, you can recy-

cle anything with a cord that 

goes into a plug.  

If you are not already a member 

of School Council, please con-

sider joining next year.  We 

would love to have you! 

Hot Topics at the next meeting 
 

♣ Grade 8 Graduation—

Wednesday, June 26th  

♣ PIC Funds 

♣ Playground, Pea Gravel and Painting 

♣ Mother’s Day Flowers 

 

All Parents are welcome and daycare is 

provided. 

♦ Would  anyone like to donate 5-

10 hostas for planting in the gar-

den? If you have one or more, 

please  drop them off at the 

school . 

Summer HEAT 2013 
 We are pleased to be able to offer SUMMER HEAT, a primary Summer 
Learning Program again this year.  The program will run from Monday July 15 
to Friday August 2 for students entering the primary grades in the fall of 2013.  
Kindergarten  Kick Start is for students entering junior and senior kindergarten 
in the fall.  Funshine Kids is for students who are entering grades 1, 2 and 3.  
This three week program is entirely FREE, but space is limited so please be sure 
to register early.  Registration can be done online starting Monday, April 28, 
2013.  The program will begin at 8:30 am with breakfast being provided.  Stu-
dents will then be involved in a variety of learning opportunities with a focus on 
literacy, numeracy and active living.  We are excited about being able to offer 
this awesome program to our families.  Check it out on the DSBN website at 
www.dsbn.org/summerheat. Please note that the closest Summer Heat location 
is Edith Cavell in St. Catharines.  

J A C O B  B E A M  B U L L E T I N  

Please use this box to give us some feedback on how our newsletter serves your needs.  We will make a draw for some Subway 
Gift  certificates from the families who send back their form. Thank you for your input!  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name _________________________________      Child/Children’s names __________________________  

. 

Our Next 

Meeting:  

Wednesday 

May 23rd, 

6:30pm 

 School Council Corner 
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your upper sleeve, not your 
hands 

The germs will become 
trapped in the fabric which pre-
vents them from being spread 
to others. 
Put your used tissue in the 
waste basket immediately af-
terwards. 
 
Clean your hands after 
coughing or sneezing with 
soap and running warm water 
or an alcohol-based hand rub.  
 
Make stopping germs easy: 
• Keep tissues handy  
• When you can’t get to a 

sink, have hand sanitizer at 
the ready 

• Be a role 
model: teach 
your children the 
proper way to cough and sneeze 
and we will all be healthier for it! 

We ask children to sing “Happy 
Birthday” twice while washing their 
hands to ensure that all germs have 
been removed.   

If your child has been up through the 
night with a fever or throwing up, 
please do not send him/her to school 
the next day.   

We need to work together to make 
sure we all stay healthy! 

Did you know  that when you 
sneeze, you spread more 
than 10,000 germs and bacte-
ria up to 12 feet away?  Not 
only that, but the particles 
travel at speeds of 100 feet 
per second! 
Serious respiratory illnesses 
like influenza, and whooping 
cough are spread by: 
• Coughing or sneezing  
Unclean hands  
To help stop the spread of 
germs,  
• Cover your mouth and 

nose with a tissue when 
you cough or sneeze 

• If you do not have a tis-
sue, cough or sneeze into 

Be a Germ Stopper!  
      

 

Congratulations to Our Fabulous Custodian, Mrs. Cre echan! 
 
 

On Tuesday, May 14th , at the District School Board of Niagara board office, 191 Carlton Street, 
St. Catharines, at 7:30 p.m ., our custodian, Pauline Creechan, will receive the Director’s Recog-
nition Award for Extraordinary Contribution.  Mrs. 
Creechan is one in a million! She goes above and be-
yond every day to make our school the best place for 
children.  Mrs. Creechan can be seen interacting with 
children every day, whether dancing with them, stop-
ping to hear about their experiences, or spending time 
with individuals who may need some extra attention.  
In addition, Mrs. Creechan collects K-cups/Tassimo 
cups and Kool Aid Jammer packages to support our 
fundraising efforts. Anyone who has met Mrs. 
Creechan knows that she is a very special person.  
Now everyone will know!  Many of our staff members 
will be there on May 14th to recognize Mrs. Creechan. 
Please consider joining us! 

Changes to Our School Start Time Next Year 
In order to strengthen supervision, we are adjusting our second nutrition/fitness break time next 
year by reducing the total time by 5 minutes. The second break will be 45 minutes long from the 
current 50 minutes. As a result, we will have a later start time in the morning. The start of the 
school day bell will ring at 8:55 a.m. (currently, we have a 5 minute entry period), rather than at 
8:50 a.m. Dismissal time will remain 3:15 p.m.  This change has been approved by our School 
Council and school board. 



ECO-School 

LITTERLESS LUNCH EVERY TUESDAY! 

Hey do you know what a Litterless Lunch is ? We will be 

participating in the Litterless Lunch Challenge when 

students from schools across Ontario are bringing 

lunches to school that don’t contain garbage or recy-

cling. 

How will we do it?  We are encouraging students to 

pack food in reusable containers like old margarine tubs 

or Tupperware, rather than a plastic bags or plastic 

wrap. 

Students can fill up a reusable bottle with 

drinks from home. 

You can send a spoon and fork to eat it with.   

After lunch, all the cutlery, bottles, and con-

tainers go back in bags and nothing goes in the 

garbage at all.  Let’s always remember the 3 

R’s: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle!  

Organic  
Composting 

Every class room  has an organic com-

post bin and our eager Green Team has 

been collecting all of our organics. Make 

sure you are composting at home as well 

as at school. 

Eco-Tip of the Day - Green Classrooms  
Class Projects 
1. Recycling- Do a recycling competition between classrooms around the school. This will create a buzz about 
recycling and teach kids how important it is. 
2. Propose a compost heap- This will keep uneaten food and other biodegradable products from going into 
the landfill. 
3. Start a garden- This is great for students of all ages because they will have the opportunity to eat fresh 
fruits and vegetables. Or you can start a floral garden. 
4. End of the day check- During the last few minutes of the day have students check faucets, blinds are 
closed, windows closed and lights turned off. 

School Supplies 
1. Paints- Use water based paints, these are better for the environment but also non-toxic. 
2. Use green supplies- Use recycled papers and other materials depending on your school’s budget. 
3. Acid-free glue sticks- Make sure you are using these for all of your school projects. 

When sending in money for class trips—why not use a recycled envelope from junk mail. 

 



Gr 5  Natasha  

Gr 6  Alyssa 

Gr 7/8  James 

Gr 8   Lauryn, Griffin 

French     Valerie, Ellie 

Principal’s Awards 

Charlotte, Morgan, Griffin, 

Jordan, Teagan, Emma, Lily, 

Maxie, Isabelle, Julie, Val-

erie, Robert, Eric, Christina, 

Alyssa, Jordan, Madi, Tyler, 

Aiden,  

On Monday, April 30th, 2013 we held 

our 8th Recognition Assembly of the 

school year.  We recognized our 

Student of the Month and Principal 

Award recipients for April. Congratu-

lations to the following students: 

 

Student of the Month recipi-

ents:  

Mrs. Harley Taylor, Kassie 

Mrs Haney  Julia 

Mr Fung  Breanna 

Gr 1-1   Ben 

Gr 1/2  Drew, Emma 

Gr 2  Daniel 

Gr 2/3  Jakob, Reece 

Gr 3  Olivia 

Gr 4  Kayla 

 The month of April at Jacob Beam 

Award winners for the month of April 

Our very “Green” 

Mrs. Creechan is still 

collecting things to 

recycle and make 

money for our school. 

If you have any of 

the following please 

send  in: - 

♦ Kool Aid Jam-

mers 

♦ K Cups (used) 

♦ Tassimo empty 

containers 

On April 27th, our intermediate students travelled to Brock University to participate 
in team building activities.  


