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Vaccines and elementary 
school children 

 
Niagara Region Public Health is conducting an annual review of vaccination records for all ele-
mentary school children in the Niagara region. If the vaccination information we have on file 
for your child is NOT complete, you will receive a letter and questionnaire from us in the 
mail later this month (January, 2012).  

Please follow the instructions for reporting your child’s vaccinations to us, as outlined in the 
letter. Various options for reporting are available. 

If your child is overdue for one or more vaccinations, you will need to make an appointment 
with your child’s doctor to get your child vaccinated. You can also make an appointment 
for your child at one of Public Health’s General Immunization Clinics by calling 905-688-
8248 or 1-888-505-6074 ext. 7425.  

If you are a parent/guardian not wishing to vaccinate your child, you will need to provide Ni-
agara Region Public Health with an original legal exemption document.   

Students under 18 years of age attending Ontario schools must have proof of immunization 
against diphtheria, tetanus, polio, measles, mumps, and rubella (German measles). We are re-
quired to have this information by law (Immunization of School Pupils Act, 1990). Please provide 
us with your child’s missing vaccination informatio n by March 8, 2012 or your child may 
be suspended from school.  
For more information, please call the Vaccine Preventable Disease Program at 905-688-8248 or 

a set back or a failure as tem-
porary and a lesson in how not 
to do something. Optimists are 
problem solvers who look at 
difficult situations as opportuni-
ties to learn and grow.  Opti-
mists persevere because they 
have a strong sense of their 
own ability to overcome.  Peo-
ple like to be around optimists. 
They radiate energy and happi-
ness. They are resilient and 
bounce back from setbacks  
because they believe in them-
selves.  Parents and teachers 
can help children by modelling 
an optimistic approach. It’s one 
of the most important gifts we 
can give them.  

Thank you so much for 
your warm welcome to 
Jacob Beam! It has been a 
pleasure getting to know 
everyone. The Jacob Beam 
community is indeed a 
family. Thank you for gra-
ciously   accepting me into 
it. As we move forward to-
gether, I appreciate your 
patience and understand-
ing as I get to know the 
Jacob Beam community. 
Please contact me any 
time. I look forward to 
meeting everyone. Thank 
you for completing the sur-
vey we sent home in Janu-
ary. It’s not too late to com-

plete it. Your input is 
greatly valued.  

Character Trait for 
February: Optimism 

At Jacob Beam, the char-
acter trait for February is    
OPTIMISM.  Having an 
optimistic outlook on life is 
one of the most powerful 
indicators of future suc-
cess.  Many professional 
sports teams, when recruit-
ing new players, rank opti-
mism as their first priority in 
team membership. Gener-
ally speaking, optimists 
expect the best.  They see 
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guage of origin made listening and 
spelling sometimes a challenge but 
our participants were prepared. The 
winner was Krithika from Mr. So-
tola’s class. She spelt the most 
words accurately and is now en-
tered in the next phase of the con-
test. If she qualifies she will move 
on to Toronto to compete against 
the other 75 best spellers in the 
Greater Toronto Region. Good luck 
to Krithika in the next phase of the 
competition. Our participants were 
Krithika, Quinn, Alyssa, Emilie, 
Kayleigh, Josh and John,. 

This year we took part in the Post-
media/Canspell 2012 National 
Spelling Bee sponsored by the Egg 
Farmers of Ontario. All of the 
Grade Four through Eights were 
given the opportunity to study for 
and complete a written test to enter 
the contest.  Each one was given 
vocabulary, and background re-
sources to study and prepare for 
the written test. From those stu-
dents we chose a winner. We did 
very well and spelled the majority 
of the words correctly. Dealing with 
hominid, word families and lan-
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-raising efforts of the 
silver wishes campaign 
was used to purchase a 
Vital Signs Monitor for 
use in diagnosing pa-
tients’ illness.  

�

�

�
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Once again Jacob Beam 
will be collecting any 
loose change for the 
West Lincoln Memorial 
Auxiliary (Grimsby 
Hospital). We will try to 
collect as much change 
as possible during the 
week of February 6th, 
2012. Last year the fund

Did you Know? 
�

Smoking anywhere on school property including sitting inside a vehicle 
could cost you $305. 

 
Selling, supplying or sharing cigarettes with anyone under 19 can result in a 
minimum fine of $365. 
This law applies to: 
EVERYONE:   Staff, students, parents, visitors 
ANYTIME:    24/7 
ANYWHERE: Including school parking lots, cars in the 
parking lot, sports fields, driveways and courtyards 
�
The Smoke-Free Ontario Act is designed to reduce the 
number of youth who start smoking and to protect On-
tarians from second-hand smoke. Know the law and 
protect yourself! 

 Skills and Work Habits are: Responsibility; Organization; 
Independent Work; Collaboration; Initiative; and Self-
regulation. We hope that you are pleased to see the excel-
lent work that our teachers are doing to ensure that the 
report card comments are written in parent-friendly lan-
guage. Comments will identify: the learning focus based 
on curriculum, student strengths , and the next steps that 
students should take in order to improve their learning. we 
invite you to continue to communicate with us if you have 
any questions or concerns about your child’s progress and 
achievement. While there is no formal interview day, please 
do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher to arrange an 
interview if you have any questions or concerns. You may 
receive a phone call from your child’s teacher asking you to 
come in for a meeting to discuss your child’s progress. 
Great schools ensure that families and schools work 
closely together to ensure the fullest potential is reached 
for all our learners. Thank you for your continued sup-
port at home! 

The Junior Kindergarten Progress Report, the Senior 
Kindergarten Term 1 Report Card, and the provincial 
report cards for Grades 1-8, will be arriving home on 
February 9th . On this report card, students in grades 1-
6 will receive letter grades (e.g., A, B, C, D) and students 
in grades 7 and 8 will receive percentage grades (e.g., 
84%, 72%, 67%) to indicate how well they are achieving 
the curriculum in each of their subjects. If a particular 
subject or strand is not part of a student’s program this 
term, then the NA box will be checked. This subject or 
strand will be reported on in June. The Learning Skills 
and Work Habits are the same as the ones that were on 
the Progress Reports. These are essential skills that will 
help students be successful in both school and also as 
an active member of their community. The Learning 
 

Term One Report Cards 

Silver Wishes Campaign  
February 6th - February 10th 2012 
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Smoking 

Please save your  Kool Aid 
Jammer Packets. Mrs. 
Creechan is returning 
them to Terracycle for 
cash towards our Eco 
Fund. There is a competi-
tion between schools from 
Dec until April to see who 
can collect the most. Help 
Jacob Beam to come out 
on top!! 
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Mrs. Leystra is 
once again 
looking for 
help in the 

library. If you 
can spare any  

time during the 
day please call 

the office. 
 
 
 

 

MAKE CHANGE FOR CHILDREN CAMPAIGN 2012  
February 20th – 24th. 

�������%�

the family. Since 2008 over 3000 DSBN stu-
dents have been assisted with $65,000 in 
support. 

To continue to do our best at helping 
children in need we are engaging in 
this year’s campaign and invite you 
to participate in a small way.  Send a 
Toonie with your child or just make 
some change  and do what you can 
to help us help the kids. Visit 
www.efnonline.ca  for more informa-

tion on how they support our youth.  We look 
forward to working with you to raise the 
funds needed to support students-in-need! 

 
The Education Foundation of Niagara is 
the DSBN charity and all funds raised go 
directly back to our students for program 
enhancements and poverty re-
lief.  The Poverty and Emergency Re-
lief Fund supports the extraordinary, 
emergency, personal and school re-
lated needs of individual students 
brought about by financial hardship. 
We all know at least one of these chil-
dren….torn windbreaker that is worn as a 
jacket throughout winter, worn shoes, no 
lunch, absent from every field trip. And, all 
too often, a tragedy touches one of our stu-
dents by the way of fire, illness, or death in 

- � " $ � � � � � 6 � � 	 # # � � � � �

Please use this box to give us some feedback on how our newsletter serves your needs.  We will make a draw for some Tim     
Horton’s certificates from the families who send back their form.  Thank you for your input! 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name _________________________________      Child/Children’s names __________________________   

“Hey Parents! Do you know what your kids are watching?” 
 

Young people look to celebrities for reassurance about their fashion and behaviour. 
The evidence is clear…. 
The more youth see smoking in movies, the more likely they are to start smoking. 
Ways to Protect our Kids 

Be aware of what your children are viewing and learn which movies 
have smoking in them.   

Updates available every Thursday at facebook.com/
hookedbyhollywood. 

Talk to your children  about tobacco and movies and teach them to be 
media aware. 

Show your support to get tobacco out of youth-rated films in Ontario 
at smokefreemovies.ca. 

Spread the word to other parents and join the discussion on facebook 
and twitter. 

www.smokefreemovies.ca                    
 facebook.com/hookedbyhollywood 
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.There may be times during the school year where inclement 
weather or other situations could cause transportation cancella-
tions or school closures. 
Information about transportation changes and school closures 
will be available on the websites, social media, radio and televi-
sion stations listed below as soon as it is available. Please do 
not phone the school for transportation or school closure infor-
mation. 
 
Websites/Social Media: 
www.dsbn.org 
http://twitter.com/D_S_B_N 
http://www.facebook.com/DSBNiagara 
Television: 
Cogeco Cable 10 
CHCH Television 
City TV  
 
 

 
Radio: 
CKTB 610 am 
CHML 900 am 
EZ Rock 105.7 fm 
Htz 97.7 fm 
KLite 102.9 fm 
The River 105.1 fm 
Wave 94.7 fm 
Y-108 – 107.9 fm 
Z 101.1 fm 
 
At times when student transportation has been cancelled and 
schools remain open, the decision of whether or not to have 
children go to school that day rests with the parent or guardian.  
Should you decide not to send your child to school when trans-
portation has been cancelled but schools remain open, or if your 
child is ill or late, please ensure that you call the school to in-
form them of your child’s absence.   

Where can I go to find out about school closures?  
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Organic  
Compost-

Eco-Tip of the Day �
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Compost 
Reusing packaging material saves more energy than recycling. By avoiding 
extra packaging, you save both energy and landfill space. Yard and kitchen 
waste (leaves/grass/vegetables scrapes) are 30% of the trash. Reduce this 
amount by composting. Also be sure to re-use plastic bags, or better yet…. 
Refuse plastic bags when you really do not need them. 
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 The month of January at 
Jacob Beam 
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~ Be positive, and talk about the 
ways you use mathematics every 
day.  Sharing negative experi-
ences (by saying, for example, “I 
was never good at math”) will not 
encourage your child to engage in 
mathematics and be confident 
about taking risks as he or she 
solves  problems.  Instead, try 
statements like this: “Okay, we 
can solve this if we work it out to-
gether.  What are you thinking?” 
~ Let your child know that you  
think mathematics is important. 
~ Point out the ways in which dif-
ferent family members use mathe-
matics in their jobs and at home. 
~ Let your child know that every-
one can learn mathematics. 
~ Praise your child when he or 
she makes an effort and under-
stands something for the first time, 
and share in the excitement when 
you     and your child solve a prob-
lem together. 
  
     Achieving Success Together  



Classes Date Time 

Primaries grade 1 -3 
Ms. Schneider, Ms. Howe, Mrs. Rehus,  Mrs. Vande 
Kraats and Mrs. Macdonald 

Wednesday February 15th, 2012  1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Tuesday February 21st, 2012 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Tuesday February 28th, 2012 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Tuesday March 6th, 2012 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

  

Junior/Intermediate grade 4- 8 
Mr. Chuchman, Mr. Contonis, Mr. Robinson, Mr.   
Sotola and Mr. Millin 

Wednesday February 15th  2012  

Tuesday February 21st, 2012 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Tuesday February 28th, 2012 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Tuesday March 6th, 2012 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Skating Schedule for 2012  

Primary students will eat their lunch from 12:15pm until 12:45pm on 
the days they skate.  
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Clarification , re. skating letter sent home:  please note that any student who wants to skate will be permitted to skate 
regardless of whether payment is received. Additionally, this year we are trying something new with all students walking 
to the arena. This accomplishes two goals: the first is to ensure the safety of all students, re. supervision. The second is 
to promote daily physical activity. Thank you for your input and questions.  
 
Family Day Free Skate:  On Family Day, Monday, February 20, 2012 (no classes at school), there will be a free family 
skate opportunity at the Jordan Arena (3 - 4:30 p.m.), the Peach Tree Arena in Grimsby (1 - 4 p.m.), and the West     
Lincoln/Smithville Arena (11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m.) sponsored by Family & Children’s Services. Enjoy! 

Illness at School 
To prevent the spread of germs, we encourage all children to wash their hands frequently during the school day. If your 
child is not feeling well in the morning, please do not send him/her to school. . Here are some helpful guidelines to 
consider when deciding whether to send your child t o school.   It is advisable to keep your child at home if: 
· he/she has been up during the night due to illness and, as a result, has not had adequate sleep 

· your child has had a fever or was throwing up the night before 

· he/she has gone home from school the day before with a fever or other illness 

· he/she has an unidentified rash not yet seen by a physician your child may pass on an illness to another student 


