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Well it looks like that Canadian winter has found us. I love the shared pictures of 

fun in the snow!   

As February begins we await news of when school will return to in-person learn-

ing.  Thank you for your dedication in helping your children get online to meet 

with their teachers and complete/hand in work.  We appreciate your efforts to 

keep learning happening this year.  Please remember that teachers are availa-

ble throughout the school day to assist in learning and answer questions your 

students have.  Please reach out.  We are trying new things to make learning 

and evaluation easier online and we appreciate your patience when glitches 

happen or internet gets in our way.  Thank you for the many positive comments 

you have shared showing your appreciation for our staff. 

Inside our newsletter to are links to updates/information throughout DSBN, such 

as the new West Niagara Secondary School, Kindergarten Registration, DSBN 

Academy registration and French Immersion Registration. 

When the Ministry and Public Health make the decision to re-open the in-person 

learning in Niagara, we will communicate any updates, new procedures and  

information that you need.  I can be reached at jac@dsbn.org throughout the 

school day. 

As well we are communicating by email from the office. Please ensure we have 

up to date emails and phone numbers in our school system.  Contact the office 

to make any changes through jac@dsbn.org 

From the desk of Mrs. Baggs 

Jacob Beam Public School 
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 1  

S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

• School Council 

• From Public Health 

• DSBN Academy infor-

mation 

• Kindergarten registration 

• Report Cards 

• West Niagara Secondary 
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West Niagara Secondary School – Coming September 2022 
It’s official! The DSBN was given the green light from the provincial government at the end of December 
2020 to make West Niagara Secondary School a reality. The brand new, state-of-the-art school will open its 
doors in September 2022 to over 1,500 students. The school is confirmed to have a beautiful greenhouse, a 
synthetic turf field with an 8-lane running track, two double gyms, modern classroom learning spaces, and 
much more for students to benefit from.  

The land has been remediated, the excavation and filling required to build WNSS is complete, and we are 
ready to begin construction this spring! We can’t wait to welcome students and families to WNSS. 

See the mascot and get as excited about the school as we are by watching West Ni-
agara Secondary School’s first official video! Wait… is it more than one mascot? 
Watch to find out! 

Meet the WNSS Mascot click on the youtube link below to learn about the 
Mascots at West Niagara 

Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CzHRWnCYX8  

    Follow them on twitter and Instagram.  New website link here 

             Term 1 Report Card Update 
Elementary Report Card (Grades 1-8) &  Kindergarten: Communication of Learning 
 
 
Due to the extension of remote learning, the Elementary Provincial Report Card (Grades 1-8) and the Kin-
dergarten: Communication of Learning will be issued over two days between February 18-19. Families can 

expect to receive additional information about the Report Card distribution process from their school administrator, once further 
information about the return to “in-person learning” becomes available. 
 
Report cards give a summary of student achievement at the end of each term. Teachers use their professional judgement and 
consider factors such as consistency, recent improvement and amount of evidence in order to determine students’ grades or 
marks. Teachers and students work together to gather evidence of their learning over time from observations, conversations and 
student products.  
 

This year, the Ontario Ministry of Education updated the math curriculum for Grades 1 to 8 which started in September 
2020. The new mathematics curriculum is part of a four-year math strategy designed to: 

• improve student performance in math help students solve everyday math problems 

• increase students’ employability to attain the jobs of the future 
 
Updates to Assessment and Evaluation in Mathematics (Grades 1-8)  
To foster a cohesive approach to both instruction and assessment across the elementary mathematics curriculum, achievement 
in mathematics will be reported in the Elementary Report Card as one overall letter grade (Grades 1-6) or percentage mark 
(Grades 7-8), with supporting comments. Comments will describe significant strengths demonstrated by the student, and identify 
next steps for improvement. Teachers may also describe a student’s growth in learning.  
 

The Ministry has provided more information about the new math curriculum for parents on the following website: https://
www.ontario.ca/page/new-math-curriculum-grades-1-8.    If you have any questions, please make arrangements to speak with 
your child’s teacher.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CzHRWnCYX8
http://westniagara.dsbn.org/
https://www.dcp.edu.gov.on.ca/en/curriculum/elementary-mathematics
https://news.ontario.ca/edu/en/2019/08/first-year-investment-of-ontarios-four-year-math-strategy-announced.html
https://www.ontario.ca/page/new-math-curriculum-grades-1-8
https://www.ontario.ca/page/new-math-curriculum-grades-1-8
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It is time to register NEW kindergarten students you will turn 4 this year for school in September.  Regis-

tration is virtual on the DSBN website.  We hope to have a live school visit later in the spring, following 

Public Health regulations. 

Visit this website to join Barkley on the journey to register.  You and your child can see a classroom, hear a 

story about school and have your questions answered.  Spread the word to neighbours and friends in our 

school area 

https://www.dsbn.org/earlylearners/kickstart
https://fiapplication.dsbn.org/
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Our next meeting is Tuesday April 20th at 6:30p.m.  
On MS Teams (virtual meeting) 
Parents are always welcome to join our meetings!  Please contact     
Mrs Baggs by email (jac@dsbn.org) to be added to our virtual meeting.    

 

Free Dental Program – Healthy Smiles Ontario  

Kids should grow up smiling! Healthy Smiles Ontario is a government-funded program that offers free regular dental 

visits and emergency services for eligible children and youth 17 years and under.  

 

To learn more, please call Niagara Region Public Health, Dental Health Line at 905-688-8248 or 1-888-505-6074 ext. 

7399.  Apply today by visiting: https://www.niagararegion.ca/living/health_wellness/dental/treatment-options-for-

children.aspx 

DSBN ACADEMY: VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE COMING SOON 

Learn about the DSBN Academy at the Virtual Open House on Monday, February 8, 
2021 at 6:00PM! Join us to find out: 

 How this unique program prepares students to attend, and succeed at, college 
and university 

 What extra opportunities are offered and how your child can benefit 

 If the DSBN Academy is a good fit for your child 

The DSBN Academy is a Grade 6-12 public school designed to support and empower 
students to be the first in their family to graduate from college or university. Staff and 
students are committed to the belief that, with hard work, all students can achieve 
their dreams. 

Online registration is open at  Application Registration will close on FEBRUARY 15, 
2021.  Limited spots available. 

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS TO APPLY TO DSBN ACADEMY? 

•  Student must live within the Niagara Region 

• Student is entering Grade 6, 7 or 8 in September 2021 

• Student would be the first in their family to graduate from a college or university 

• If a sibling has attended post-secondary but the parent(s)/guardian(s) have not, 
the student is still considered a First Generation Student 

• Student is achieving current grade level expectations or just below 

• Student has demonstrated the potential for achieving “good” or “excellent” learn-
ing skills 

• Student is willing to attend a school that may be out of their community with free 
transportation provided 

• Student understands there are mandatory after-school academic supports 
and ENCORE programs -options include: Mixed sports, Board games, Photography, 
Yoga, Makerspace, Choir, Reading, and many more! 

• Families understand that the DSBN Academy is a single track pathway beginning 

in Grade 9 (academic level only) 

Check out their website for 

more information: 

Website 

 

Here is a link to the video 

students watched: 

Video 

 

https://www.niagararegion.ca/living/health_wellness/dental/treatment-options-for-children.aspx
https://www.niagararegion.ca/living/health_wellness/dental/treatment-options-for-children.aspx
https://dacapplication.dsbn.org/
http://academy.dsbn.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DL_bgvlTZ5Q&feature=youtu.be
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From Public Health: Guidance for Social Gatherings 

COVID-19 spreads when we have close social interaction. With COVID-19 rising in Niagara and across Ontario, everyone in 

Niagara is urged to: 

Limit in-person social interactions to people within your household. Minimize interactions with people who don’t live 

in your house and one or two persons who are essential to maintaining physical and mental health, such as caregivers and social 

supports to someone who lives alone.  

This means you should avoid in-person social interactions with friends, with co-workers when not at work, and with extended 

family. When dining at restaurants, going to the movies, or partaking in 

other social activities, you should limit it to your household members. 

For the most up-to-date COVID-19 guidance for Niagara residents and 

answers to frequently asked questions, please visit  

https://www.niagararegion.ca/health/covid-19/community-guidelines.aspx  

Learning in January 

Grade 8’s Unlearning Bias—

created posters 

Grade 1/2 practicing adding and subitizing 

K3 challenge to know their sight words faster than 

Mrs Peters.  They won and she had to put a pie in 

her face! 

https://www.niagararegion.ca/health/covid-19/community-guidelines.aspx

